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Aruba's first 5-star resort, 
Ritz-Carlton, opens its doors 



CLftting the ribbon 



Aerial view 



Famify poof area 


PALM BEACH-The magiit- 
tiide and impact tlie Ritz-Carl- 
ton IS expected to Lave on 
Afuba's tooniim product, de¬ 
manded tliat ten scissors be is¬ 
sued for the intern all on al 
executives and island digni¬ 
taries enjoying the Lou or of 
cutting the ribbon during tlie 
official opening event yester¬ 
day morning 

Tlie unveiling of the ^3Q- 


room, 5 stEir luxury resort was 
tastefully done, a reflection of 
the understated elegance of tlie 
facility Executive Chairman 
of Mai'iiott International, Bill 
Marriott, was ou island for tLe 
0 c casion al oil g witli Presi dent 
and COO for Ritz-Carlton, 
Heive Hiuiter and Marriott in- 
ternahoual^s Pi'esident for tLe 
Caribbean and Latin America 
Region, Craig Smith. Also 


present with Ins family was 
Walter Stipa, developer and 
biulder of tlie facility 

Officially welcoming them 
to the new resort was General 
Manager Roberto Grist. He 
was veiy pleased to j om tLem, 
along with Governor Ere dr s 
R.efunjol„ Prime Minister Mike 
Eman, Minister of Tourism, 
Transport, Culture and Primary 
Sector, Otmai' Oduber and tLe 
President of Parliatnent 
Man sol Lopez-Tromp, as they 
all stepped up to simultane¬ 
ously cut tlie nLbon and de- 
clai'e the resort open 

Personally welcoming 
guests for tlie opening event, 
Mr. Bill Marriott elaborated on 
the hospitality chain's commit¬ 
ment to Aruba. He referred to 
tlie enviroiimental cuiTicuium 
tliey have tailored to Aruba for 
5 th and dth grade pnmary 
school students and a program 
to introduce youth to leader- 
slup skills through the Ritz- 
Cariton "Succeed Through 
Service" program. "We support 
the government's vision for a 
tounsm institute tliat will be a 
magnet for hospitality profes¬ 
sionals hoping to pursue ca¬ 
reers in the growing Caribbean 
and Latin America tourism 
economy," he told the gathe- 
img. He was also very proud 
of the feet til at of their staff of 
45Q associates staffing the re¬ 
sort, 90% were recruited from 
the local work force. Com¬ 
bined with Marriott's tliree 
other facilities on the island, it 
makes the hospitality chain 
Aruba‘s largest employer. 

Contiitned on page 2 


Washington remembers 
Kennedy at final 
resting place 



Former us Greer\BeretsoMiers saiute at the gravesite of 
fyrmerUS President John F. Kennedy. (^FP) 



AFP photo shows a rose left by tamiiy members sitting on 
top of former U.S. President John F. Kennedy's grave 
marker. (See story on page 
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Novrs; 

fStmi' lOpm bA Svfldo]r-fAvr»lqr 
Aom - 3affl IfA M6of A tefvnlay 
Phone flvnher J86'3994 


NOW Servlnfl 

BreaMast 

lunoh and dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


All you can eat 
pancakes 
16.99 


- * 2Cggs 6toast 
w 14.99 



Au'oss from Radlsson Resort 
hind the "I M Aruha sign" 


5 Burgers Aruba 



FREE' 

Wifli 


1 * \ 

1 J 

* ^ * * 



Bihfery fo most 
toll & bBach&s" 



Unllmitod 
Refills - $0.79 


Burgers, Fries.. A More! 


Aruba’s first 5-star resort, Ritz-Carlton, opens its doors 


Continued from page 1 



Mamott Pres/rferrt Caribbean and 
Laf/n America Craig Smith 



Ritz Carfton President and COO 
Weive Hu/) ter 



Governor Fredis Refunjol, Biff Marriott and PM Eman 



Standard doubte occupancy room 


Pfime Minister Em an recalled 
when he first entered office m 
20 D9, Ins administration was 
CO nfro nte d with a proj ect 
which had been agreed to by 
tlie previous government, and 
had generated qmte come con¬ 


troversy at the time. 
There was indecision 
whetlier 1 1 word d b e m 
Aruba's best interests. 
Bill Marriott and 
come and spoken to 
him personally, "like a 
father to a son," assur- 
mg Inm the ho spitalily 
chain cherished their 
relationship with 
Aruba, and would 
conform to the new 
administration's sus¬ 
tainability policres. 
Seeing the completed 
facility during its 
grand opening, he ex¬ 
presses his belief it 
will be a major asset 
to Aruba, and con¬ 
ceded to the vision of 
the foimer PM who 
had persisted in seeing 
the contract signed. 
Nelson Oduber, as 
well as then Mimster 
of Infi'asti'ucture, 
Mansol Lopex- 
Tromp. 

Afteiwards, invited 
guests and media 
were treated to a 
sumptuous breakfast 
buffet in the lounge 
occupying the 7tti fiooi; whi'± 
13 The Club level, nus exclu¬ 
sive section has a dedicated 
concierge, the Pdtz Carlton 
Suite, and absolutely stunning 
views firom the community 
area and terrace where guests 



Ritz Carlton Aruba GM 
Roberto Grist 


can dine and refiesh through¬ 
out the day 

Many took advantage of die 
guided tours o ffered of the re¬ 
sort They sampled snacks and 
met the chefs of its three 
restaurants. Solanio seiwes 
breakfast, and Italian cuisine 
for lunch and dinner. Tlie 
beach/pool bar features an Ar¬ 
gentine wood-fire grill and 
gourmet snacks. It is open only 
for lunch Ttie house haute cui¬ 
sine restaurant is Les 
Curstaces; open only for din¬ 
ner Their specialty is French 
seafood showcasing die fresh¬ 
est fish caught and delivered 
daily by tlie fishermen wor¬ 
king out of the neai'by docks. 

The resort expects to host 
their first wedding in two 
weeks, and they have a confe¬ 
rence group taking over die 
hotel in early Januaiy. CMB 
Bank has schedule their end of 
year paity in die ballroom. 

Some fimshmg toui±es are 
still being put in place Tlie spa 
IS nearly completed, which 
will feature treatments based 
on cactus firom Aruba, plus 
completely separate sections 
with dedicated relaxation 
rooms for men and women. 
Thee asino i s re ady with b auks 
of slots and ganniig tables. 

The Ritz-Carl ton signature 


retails shops is up and running. 
They expect a Giopard store, 
Litde Swilzeiiand, Diamonds 
Jnternational, Tumi Bags, 
Vougish and Eva Zissu de¬ 
signer beach weai' store to 


open within die next few 
montlis widiinthe shopping ai- 
cade off tlie lobby. Red Sails 
Sports will have an activities 
Qudet on the ground floor, 
wliich IS die pDol deck level 



Biit Marriott and Nerve Hunter President and COO of 
Cariton with PM and Minister Oduber 



Adoiecent and teen internet and game center 
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Seafood ^ ' 

'h Lb Fresh Fish USS 10.85 APIs. 19.00 

{Induites: 4-pc funchi, fried plantains ffendi fries, creole sauce &. pickled onions) 

i^/iLb Fresh Shrimps US$ 15.40 APIs, 27,00 

(Induiies: 2-pc funchi, fned plantains ffendi fries, Eeitar sauce & pickled onions] 

Calco "Conch* in Creole or garlic sauce USS 2170 APIs. 3S.00 
{Includes: Rice, coleslaw, frencti fries & fried pjantain) 

Panfried Lobsler 6 oz, iJS$ 20,00 AFis, 35,00 

{Includes: Rice, coleslaw, french fries & fried plentain) 



Special Plates 

Chic*(en Sate US$ 10,85 AFIs, 19,00 

(Includes: french fries & peanift sauce] 



Fi net M ignon 6 o: (Angi s) US$ 1B, 30 Alls, 32.00 

(Includes: Rice, cofeslaw french fries & fried 

Extra side orders US$ 3*00 Afls* 

fr«nch frieet plantain) 

Ask for the Soup 


Italiestraat # 58 (Orange Plaza) 


Closed on Mondays 


Hospital’s Rescue Team 
in calamity training 





ORAKJESTAD - Just recently 
a very important trauung took 
place at the Dr. HaraciD E. 
Oduher Hospital where mem¬ 


bers of tlie ‘'Hulpverlemiig- 
steam" (HVT) ~ Rescue team of 
tire Hospital did a fire traimng. 
Head of the Hospital’s secunty. 
Hospital Cbef Security Milka 
Schoop eTplanied that tins team 
IS a gi'oup of volunteers num- 
heimg more or less 100 em¬ 
ployees. These are persons who 
take action m Uie event of a 
calamity or crias, such as for 
ezample a fire, bomb alert or 
gas leak. They take action to 
ensure tbe safety of patients, 
visitors and p ei'sotijiel. 

Until the experts, such as 
tire Fire Brigade or other organ¬ 
isations arrive, they continue 
witli the necessary process to 
ensure tire safety of eveiyone. 

Ceritiruied oit page 5 


BLACKJACK 

TOURNAMENT 

GO ALL-IN WITH 
*500 IN CASH PRIZES! 


*5 BUY-IN 

Saturdays 
Registration 6pm 
Tournament starts 8pm 

Re-entry with every 25 points 
accumulated on your 
Trop Advantage' Card or ^5. 


Maragemeni reffitvas tt« li^ to changs a cancel pconmiinns al Iteir fisnetKin. 
ije 1 & Cl 3{)e er d®:'. lAst tie a fneneer iti& inop Achwmpe Oio 
|[}pa[ticjpaiie. Flay ra5pcr£ialy'Aivm.gambjer^>HH?^Ti^ 




OQQO 

CLUB & CASINO 


XB. IRAUSOUIN BLVP, a4fl 
Aruba, Dutch Caribbean 
tropa Fuba.com 


TROPICANA entertainment casinos | TftOPICANACASlNOS.CO^fl' 






T«IWPIIW>- MOdTBLEU 030?i«»* 
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ointers to Ponder 


Tony A.D. Green www.people-self-deoeIopment.com 


How Happy are You....can you 
measure it? 



ORANJESTAD - Of late matry 
researchers are taking the mat¬ 
ter of happiness veiy seriously! 
The studies aie veiy revealing 
too. Some studies showtlratwe 
have some control over how 
happy we are. My personal 
conviction, based on my re¬ 
search and encounter with 
scores of pea pie, tell me that we 
have conti'ol over how happy 
we aie. As a matter of fact, I be¬ 
lieve we have more control than 
we realise. I am totally con¬ 
vinced that happiness is a 
choice, a consaous choice we 
must make on a daily basts. 

One psychologist believes 
hi at our genes decide about 
50% of our happiness; issues 
in our lives that we cannot 
change such as our facial fea¬ 
tures. Dur healtli and income 
level account for 10%. So, ac¬ 
cording to tins psychologist 
about 40% of our happmess is 
in our control 

In my view, happiness can 
be compared to a language. In 
order to learn a new language 



you need to master certain 
skills Learning anewlangUf^e 
not only requires a set of skills, 
but also much time and, prac¬ 
tice. To some people this comes 
easier than to others. But every¬ 
body needs to practice in order 
to become fluent in the new 
language. Happmess is just like 
leai’ning a new language., you 
need the skills and you need to 
practice. Your question now 
is . how do I get the skills and 
where do I practice? Here are 


some tips that may help you: 

1. Get involved with odiei' 
people: 

Your happiness will have a 
lot to do witli how involved 
you are with others. People 
who live for themselves and re¬ 
fuse to get involved witli otliers 
can become rather unhappy. 
How involved aie you widi 
otliers.. fiiends, family, neigh¬ 
bors, colleagues on the job, 
others? If you are not involved 
with otliers on some level or 
tlie other, make an effort to get 
out and be coimected. Get out 
of your secluded house and 
meet new people, get m- 
volved....it will make you 
happy, Find a club you can 
j 0111 . Find a church with canng 
people and get involved there. 

You may be sending a lot of 
time on the web, social media, 
like Face book. You may even 
have a large friendship list. But 
that cannot replace the personal 
involvement with people. 

Coittimted on page 5 
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^oya Q,E Betico Qroes 3 

(At the beginning of the Mainstreet) 

Tel: 582 2120 




Nissan shows off new 


GT-R sports car in Tokyo 


The automakers says the hot sports 
car beeomes more sophisticated 




TOKYO --There's always rea¬ 
son to worry when an au¬ 
tomaker takes a hot spoils car 
and promises *“3 new level of 
sophistication.'' That's the case 
of the Nissan GT-R and the 
hopes ai'e sure to he that it 
doesn't translate to being big¬ 
ger, heavier and less niiuble - 
all the tilings a sports car 
shouli't be. 

The 3015 GT-R, introduced 
in at the Tokyo Motor Show, 
will become a more well- 
rounded car, Nissan promises. 
It will still offer hot perform¬ 


ance, but will be fun in the 
mountains, cities and on them- 
terstate. 

Tliat having been said, Nis¬ 
san isn't promising any big en- 
gme improvements, or a larger 
or heavier body. Ratlier, GT-P. 
gets new tires that ai'e sup¬ 
posed to grip better. TTie brak¬ 
ing and steering have been 
recalibrated, too, to be a little 
ttghter Tliere are new LED 
headlights. 

Tlie Nismo GT-R starts 
rolling off the Japan produc¬ 
tion hne in eai'ly 30 14. 


Mr. Bill Marriott introduces new 
Renaissance Aruba guestrooms 
at official ribbon cutting ceremony 




OF.ANJESTAD -- On novem- 
ber 31, Mr. J.W. “Bill" Mar¬ 
riott, Executive Chairman and 
Chamuan of tlie Board of Mar¬ 
riott International officiated a 
ribbon cutting ceremony to in¬ 
troduce the newly redesigned 
guestrooms at Renaissance 
Aruba R.esort tfe Casino’s 
adults-exclusive Manna Hotel 
to media and VIP guests. He 
was joined by General Ma¬ 
nager Paul Gielen and Clnef 
Financial Officer Prk Timmer 
The renovation project fo¬ 
cuses heavily on evoking a 
sense of place, playing o ff the 
resort’s location in the island's 
cultural center of Qranjestad 
and incorporating indigenous 
elements for a result that is dis¬ 
tinctly Aniban. AH the Manna 
Hotel’s 397 guestrooms now 


boast a contemporaiy residen¬ 
tial feel, with design cues ref¬ 
erencing that of a custom 
yacht. Guests will be treated to 
a soothing palate of rich 
woods, silvery creams, off 
whites and splashes of aqua 


tliat balance the natural colors 
of Aruba’s ciystal clear' sea and 
sparkling sands. 

More than $35,0QD was in¬ 
vested in each room as part of 
the renovatian In addition to 
the guestrooms, the Manna 
Hotel pool deck and Blue Bai', 
L.G. Smitli’s Steak Chop- 
house, Papagyao P^estaurant on 
Renaissance Aruba's private 
island and Renaissance Island 
also underwent sigiuficantup- 
gi'ades. 
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Pointers... 


Continued from page 3 

A recent study revealed that 
the more time people spend on 
Face book, the worse they felt. 
Face book cannot replace die 
personal encounter with live 
people. 

II. Give dm« to healthy 
Imbits: 

If you take time to train 
your body, aerobics, mnmng, 
hiking, etc., tliose practices are 
also good for your happi¬ 
ness, .or at least, they set the 
stage for yo ur hap pine ss. 

People who ezercise and 
sleep enough (d to S hours per 
night) have a much better 
sense of well-being than those 
who don't get a good night’s 
sleep. 

Research indicates that ex¬ 
ercise can: 

* Boost your happiness 
right away 

* Help you feel happier 
in general if you exercise on a 
regular basis 

Consider going for a walk 
or bike nde with a hiend - or 
group of friends - so you can 
connect widi others while you 
stay active. 

in. Dovelop an attitudo of 
gmtitudo: 

Pi’acticing gratitude is one 
of niy favorite instant happi¬ 
ness-boosters, Research sup¬ 
ports the idea tliat regulai'ly 
feeling gi'ateful can raise your 
happiness level. Here are some 
ways to practice gratitude: 

* Keep a gi'atitudejour¬ 
nal. Write down the people, 
events, and tilings you're grate¬ 
ful to have in your life, and add 
to tlie list and review it on a 
regular basis. 

* Take a moment of si¬ 
lence at dinner. R.eflect on the 
food you're ah out to eat and the 
other way s tliat y our n ee ds ar e 
being met ..thank God for 
what you have to eatl 

* Make an effort to feel 
grateful. Tliitik of a vaiiety of 
dungs, rather than just die 
same one over and over. 

* Tliank Go d for the air 
your breath, for your veiy ex¬ 
istence ...and all the other fa¬ 
vors we receive every day! 

Choose to be happy, no 
matter what your circum¬ 
stances are Don’t allow what 
happens to you (externally) to 
detemune y our 1 evel o f liappi - 
ness. Hf^piness should not de¬ 
pend on what happens to you, 
but rather on an inner quality 
of your life 

These ai'e some of the skills 
you need to become proficient 
indns 'newlanguage.' You can 
become proficient if you aie 
willing to practice, practice 
and practice Happiness is not 
some illusive impossibility, 
everybody can choose to be 
happy.. You tool Trust in God 
IS die ultimate source of happi¬ 
ness I 

to let rue know at tonygreen. 
rnomiiigneti^^hotJttaiL com 


Continued from page 3 

Last week, the specialist m 
HVT training, Sja^ Koeten of 
the S.O.T.U Company (Spe¬ 
cial Operation Training Unit) 
trameti a group of volunteers to 
review all the aspects and de¬ 
tails in the area of combating a 
fire. According to Koeten, the 
Hospital’s team functioned 
fantastically. Tliat action is 
taken rapidly, is critic ally im¬ 
portant for an institution such 


as the Hospital to ensure the 
condnutty of Hospital activi¬ 
ties. Aside to fighdng fires, die 
rescue Team also trains for 
personal security and to relo¬ 
cate persons firom one depait- 
meiit or secboa as well as die 
entire Hospital and to care for 
die woimded 

hi addition to cal amity die 
HVT also acts in the event a 
visitor acts in any form that 


could be a breach of security or 
danger to persons or property. 
They know the Hospital pre¬ 
mises well and know how to 
commumcate with the Fire 
Brigade, Ambulance and Po¬ 
lice. 

This HVT was established 
seven years ago. The volun¬ 
teers participate in periodic 
training to guarantee the safety 
of patients, visitors and their 


colleagues in the event of any 
calamity The Hospital is very 
proud and pleased with this 
group consisting of nurses, ad¬ 
ministration, security and peo¬ 
ple from odier dep ailments, 
Tlie Hospital ensures that 
their staff is well trained, ac¬ 
cording to Schoop. There is 
also a “Basic Life Support” 
program in place for all em¬ 
ployees of each depart.ment. 



Hospital’s Rescue Team in calamity training 
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Bri-lNG TH 1 5 APTO RECEIVE A FREE DRANCE JUICE 



ojrenfor 



MONDAY THRU Saturday 8'1 1 AM „ 

2 eggs (FR(£P, SCRAMBLEP OR POACHED) DuUlffSalad * ^ IfitCwMl 

WITH BACON, AND LINK (AUSACEi. « “*“'*** 

POTATOE5, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. SOHpOitheW 

nietrfCreupCT 


'Romancing tfie Stone at 

£e Tetit 

Cafe 


Diimer 

$ 14 . 9 $ 


'Restmmmt 


FARIV B I ff D"■ 5 ‘ P l E r TXL 


jUf itmd mtfi FKiuhnjcMr 
Hiked Piitiito oil DU'Fanwiu HOT StMie 

Located i|\t: 

PLATA LfNm 
=B£ACH RESdRT 


■ik 



Russia grants bail to all but one US marks 50th anniversary 
Greenpeace crew of JFK assassination 


SAINT PETERSBURG [AFP^ 
- Russia yesterday granted bail 
to all but one o f 30 Greenpeace 
crew members detained over 
an Arctic oil protest, but dis¬ 
missed a UN court mling tlrat 
they should be allowed to 
leave the couiitiy. 

Courts in Saint Petersburg 
have now ordered the release 
of 39 of the A'ctic Sunrise 
ship's crew, 3S of whom have 
been freed already, wliile one 
Australian activist had his de¬ 
tention extended until Fehni- 
ary 

The move came just before 
anmiemational maritime court 
ordered Russia to release the 
Dutch-flagged vessel and its 
crew on payment of a 3 .fi-mil¬ 
lion-euro ($4.9 million) bond. 

The International Tribunal 
&r the Law of tlie Sea, based m 
tlie German port city of Ham- 


for Svidans 

ft/ 

SOFIA (AFP) - UN refugee 
chief Alt onio Guterres yester¬ 
day called for tlie European 
Union to step up support for 
countries like Bulgaria coping 
With an influx of Syrian 


burg, also ordered Moscow to 
allow the detainees to leavetlie 
country on receipt of the bond. 

Greenpeace International 
executive director Kumi 
Naidoo welcomed tiie ruling 
calling it "a lustone day.'“ 
Naidoo said die activists 
should be allowed to leave 
Russia immediately. 

"Tliis tribunal has clearly 
stated tliat all 3Q should b e free 
to leave Russia until the arbi¬ 
tral proceedings have been 
concluded," he said. 

But tlie Russian foreign 
ministiy responded dismis- 
sively, saying in a statement 
that the case "does not fall 
under tire junsdicti on of tire In¬ 
ternational Tribunal for tlie 
Law 0 f the Sea." The ministry 
said however that it would 
"definitely study the decision." 
Russia said it did not take 


refugees living m overcrowded 
camps. 

TTie EU needs to mobilise 
and show "solidanty .. espe¬ 
cially when some couutnes 
like Bulgaria have more lim- 


pait in tlieproceecbngsbecause 
it does not view the case 
brouglit by tfre Netherlands as 
a maritime border dispute be¬ 
tween tlie two countries. 

The Hamburg tribunal's 
judgements are binding hut if 
not complied with, tlie court 
has no other means of enforc¬ 
ing tliem, a court spokes¬ 
woman said 

The Pais SI an authorities 
agreed to free tlie activists after 
Greenpeace paid a bail sum of 
two million rubles ($l5Q,750) 
for each. 

The crew members still 
face jail terms of up to seven 
yeai's if found guilty of hooli¬ 
ganism. 

Greenpeace said the for¬ 
eigners m the group were stay¬ 
ing in Saint Petersburg for the 
moment. Of the 30' detained, 
3(5 are foreign nationals 


ited resources and are at the 
external border of tlie urn on," 
Guterres told journalists after 
visiting a refugee camp in 
Sofia with EU humamtanan 
aid commissioner Kristalina 
Georgieva. 

Bui gall a, the bloc's poorest 
member, has been completely 
oveiisdielmed by the arrival 
this year of almost 10,000 
refugees - dO percent of them 
Syrian -- crossing over ille¬ 
gally fi’om Turkey 

Appalling conditions in 
overcrowded shelters at the 
start of winter and a backlog of 
humaurtaiian status claims 
have prompted the Bulgarian 
government to demand Euro¬ 
pean help, including tlie possi- 
hility of moving refugees to 
other states. 

Bulgaria started turning 
non-Syrian refugees back at 
the border this mouth and 
plans to build a 30-kilometi'e 
(30-mile) fence in one area. 


DALLAS (AFP) - With Rags 
fluttenng at balf-staffi the 
Umted States paused yesterday 
to mourn President John F. 
Kennedy and a generation's 
shattered dreams, cut down 50 
years ago by an assassin's bul¬ 
let. 

Hie young leader's brutal 
death, a dark turning point 
even in an era gripped by the 
Cold Wai' nuclear' stand-off and 
bloodshed in the jungles of 
Vietnam, shocked a global au¬ 
dience of millions 

Five decades on the wound 
IS still raw, witli many still ob¬ 
sessed by the conspira'cy theo¬ 
ries surrounding Ins deatli, and 
others gripped by regret for tlie 
Anenca they imagine might 
have been. 

Across the nation, at cere¬ 
monies large and small, many 
took comfort in reflecting upon 
the words of a chansmatic man 
whose soaringrhetunc and caU 
to service continues to inspire. 

"Today, we honor Ins me¬ 
in oiy and celebrate his endur¬ 
ing iinpnnt on American 
history," President Bai'ack 
Obama declar ed 

Church bells rang out in 
Dallas as thousands of mour¬ 
ners observed a moment of si¬ 
lence marking tlie moment 
shots rang out from the Texas 
School Book Depository over¬ 
looking Dealey Plaza. 

Across the Atlantic too, 
Kennedy was rememh ered. 

A wi'eath-laymg ceremony 
was planned m the Berlin 
neigliborhood where Kennedy 
gave liis famed Cold War-era 
"Ich bin ein Berliner" speech 
to a rapturous ■jfowd 

At Kennedy's tomb in A- 
lington Cemetery outside 
Waslungton, two l^ted pipers 
from the Black Watch, of the 
Bntish army repeated a tribute 
their regiment had performed 
at his funeral 50' years ago. 

In a proclamation ordeniig 
flags be lowered at govern¬ 
ment buildings and even pri¬ 
vate homes, Obama recalled 


Kennedy's leaderslup in the 
Cuban missile crisis, Ins 
speech in Berlin and his drive 
to advance the nghts of 
African Americans and 
women. 

"Today and tn the decades 
to come, let us cany Ins legacy 
forward," Ob am a wro te Tliurs- 
day ''Let us face today's tests 
by beckomiig the spirit he em¬ 
bodied -- that feaiiess, re¬ 
silient, uniquely Anerican 
character that has always 
driven our nation to defy the 
odds, write our own destiny, 
and make tire world anew. “ 

In Aimgton, a steady 
stream of mourners visited 
Kennedy's grave, including his 
last remaiiiing sibling Jean 
Kennedy Smitli. 

Kennedy's voice still 
echoes tlirough history to so 
many Anencans. "Ask not 
what your country can do for 
you, ask what you can do for 
your country," he urged Auer- 
icans at his inaugural address 
on January 30, 19(51 

Cut down in his first teim at 
the age of 4(5 as he was driven 
througli Dallas, Texas m an 
open-top limousine on No¬ 
vember 33, 19d3, Kennedy's 
unfulfilled promise has be¬ 
come a symbol of the lost no¬ 
bility of politics. 

Despite the many scandals 
that have since become at¬ 
tached to his name, he is seen 
as apresident who enlisted the 
nation in lofty goals --like put¬ 
ting a m an on the M 0 on -" not 
because they aie easy hut be¬ 
cause tliey ace hard." 

Kennedy was the fourth US 
president to be killed in office, 
but the first whose death was 
caught ou film News of his 
death flashed around the world 
by television, helping enshnne 
the new medium at the heart of 
the homes off awe-struck fam¬ 
ilies. 

Tlie crime - and the image 
of blood splattered on the pink 
suit of his glamorous wife 
Jackie - stuimed tlie world. 



Rescuers search for survivors af the scerre where the 
Maxima supermarket roof coUapsed in Riga yesterday, 
ieaving 51 dead in one of Europe's worst such disasters 
in decades. Around 40 others mjured when the roof of a 
supermarket collapsed a day earner in a suburb of 
Latvia's capital Riga, emergency services said. 
(AFP PHOTO) 


UN refugee chief urges EU-wide effoii: 
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UK 'slave* women 
'beaten, brainwashed' in 
30-year ordeal 


LOW DOM (AFP) - Three 
women held captive in a Lon¬ 
don house for 30 years were 
beaten and brain washed, po¬ 
lice said Friday, as Britain 
stmggled to comprehend its 
worst case of modern-day 
slaveiy. 

CoiiMiander Steve Rod- 
house of Scotland Yard police 
said detectives were tiying to 
understand tlie "invisible hand¬ 
cuffs" used to control the 
women, meluding a 30-year- 
old who had spent her entire 
life m servitude, 

"What we have uncovered 
so far IS a complicated and dis¬ 
turbing picture of emotional 
control over many years," 
R.odliouse told reporters. 

"B ram washing would be a 
simple term but I tlunE that b e- 
httles the years of emotional 
abuse these victims have had 
to endure." 

He also revealed that the 
two suspects mthe case, a man 
and a woman both aged 61 
who were arrested at a house 
m soutli London on Ttrursday, 
had been detained before, in 
tlie 197Qs, but gave no ftirtiier 
details. 

Accused of iiivolvementin 
forced labour and domestic 
seivitude, as well as immigra¬ 
tion offences, the pair -- who 
are both foreign nationals -- 


have been bailed until Januaiy 
p en ding fuidlier mvesti gati on s. 

Their passports have been 
confiscated andtliey are not al¬ 
lowed to return to tlie house. 

Tlie women were rescued on 
October 35, one week after 
first making secret telephone 
contact with a charity. 

They ai'e a fi 9 -y ear- ol d 
Malaysian, a S7-year-old from 
Ireland and the 30-year-old 
Briton. 

Detectives do not believe 
the women were sexually ex¬ 
ploited or had been the victims 
of human ti'afheking, but they 
have reported what they called 
"beatings". 

Explaining the gap between 
the libei'ation of the women 
and tire arrests of the two sus¬ 
pects, police said tliey had to 
be patient in tiying to under¬ 
stand the women's accounts. 

In Tliursday's raid in the 
borougli of Lanibetlr, tlie sus¬ 
pects' address was seai'ched for 
12 hours. Some 55 bags of ev¬ 
idence were seized, amounting 
to more tlian 2,5QQ exhibits. 

All 37 officers in Scotland 
Yai'd's Human Traffi'doing Unit 
(HTU) — winch deals with 
modern-day slaveiy cases -- aie 
working on the investigation. 

Epeaally-tramed officers 
are working with tlie women to 
try and understand their lives. 


Restored Saint Priscilla catacombs 



ROME (AFP) - Press members conduct an interview at 
the museum of the Saint Priscilla catacombs In Rome. 
The underground tunnels that run underneath San Sil- 
vestro Basilica have undergone a series of restoration 
works by the Pontifical Commission of Sacred Archae¬ 
ology. The series of catacombs used by early Chris¬ 
tians in Rome was unveiled after a major restoration, 
including an online virtual tour by Google Maps offehng 
a glimpse into the underground wonders. The Priscilla 
catacombs where Christians worshipped and buried 
their own. A new function on Google Maps allows users 
to take a lim ited tour of the vast complex under Rom e's 
Villa Ada park and gaze at the interiors with a 3GO-degree 
view like the one used above-ground for Street View. A 
new museum on the site also opening to the public 
brings together some 700 fragments of finely-sculpted 
sarcophaguses found in the catacombs, which combine 
pagan and Christian burial traditions. The Phscilla cata¬ 
combs, which date back nearly 2,000 years and were 
built inside what used to be a quarry, are considered the 
most interesting in Rome and include a basilica where 
pope Sylvester (314-335) is buried. 


Philippine typhoon death 
toll surpasses 5,200: govt 


MANILA (AFP) - Tlis num¬ 
ber of people CO nfumed killed 
when a juper typhoon devas¬ 
tated tlie Pliilippines surpassed 
5,20Q on Friday the goveni- 
meut said, making it one of tlie 
county's deadliest natural dis¬ 
asters. 

Tlie official deatli toll from 
the stonn jumped by nearly 
1,2QQ to 5,209, with another 
l,dn people still nussing, the 
spokesman for die government's 
disaster management council, 
Reynaldo Bali do, told AFP 

Super Typhoou Haiyan flat¬ 
tened dozens of toi^ms a^cross 
the centi'al Philippines on No¬ 
vember S, bringing some of the 
strongest winds ever recorded 
and generating tsunami-like 
stonn surges. 

Bali do said the death toll 
rose sharply on. Fnday, in- 
ci'easmg frDm4,0lS, after offi¬ 
cials reported body counts 
from communities outside the 
worst-bt areas. 

"If you notice, tlieie was not 
much movement in the death 
toll for tlie past few days. Tbs 
was because the rep oiling lules 


required a casualty report 
signed by the city mayor and 
his health officer," he said 
The Philippines endures a 
seemingly never-ending pat¬ 
tern of deadly typho ons, earth¬ 
quakes, volcano emplions and 
other natural disasters 
It IS located along a typhoon 
belt and the so-called Ring of 
Fire, a vast Pacific Ocean re¬ 
gion where many of Earth's 
earthquakes and volcanic erup¬ 


tions occur. 

But Haiyan now stands as 
one of tlie deadliest natural dis¬ 
asters ever recorded in the 
country, and the worst ty¬ 
phoon. 

Hie disaster has tiiggered a 
giant, intematioiial relief ef¬ 
fort, with dozens of countries 
and relief organisations rush¬ 
ing to deliver food, water and 
healtli services to isolated 
commuiulies. 
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Rich countries Mt brake for 
health spendings OECD 


PARIS (AFP) - A tliird of the 
world's rich countriei; cut 
health spending between ^QOS 
and 3011, according lo a probe 
of 33 advanced economies 
pubbshed on Thursday. 

Per-capita spending on 
healtli fell in II of tliese couti- 
iries, notably by 11.1 percent 
m Greece and d.d percent in 
keland, while growth in 
spending slowed in others, in¬ 
cluding Canada (0 S percent) 
and tlie United Slates (1.3 per¬ 
cent). 

Just two countries -- Israel 
and Soutli Korea - saw an ac¬ 
celeration in tlie growth of 
health spending, compai'ed 
with the previous decade, the 
Organisation for Economic 
CooperatiDn and Development 
(OECD) said. 

The report blamed budget 
cuts m austenty-hit countries 
for the drop in healtli care 
spending. 

Main targets for spending 
restnchons were cutting prices 
of medicines, limiting wages 
in hospitals and scaling back 
budgets for prevention pro¬ 
grammes, It said. 

The report added that for die 
first time, the average life ex¬ 
pectancy across the OECD ex¬ 
ceeded SQ years - an increase 
of a decade h'om 1970 to 3011. 

But it also pointed to the 
widening prevalence of dia¬ 
betes, obesity and dementia m 
the rii± world 

"In 3011, close to seven per¬ 


cent of 30-79-year-olds in 
OECD countries, or close to 
S5 million people, had dia¬ 
betes," said the report, entitled 
-Healtli AtA Glance 3013." 

"Hus numb ei' is likely to in¬ 
crease 111 the years aliead, 
given tlie higli and often gi'ow- 
mg rates of obesity across tlie 
develop ed world." 


RIO DE JAHEIRO (AFP) - At 
least 573 people have died 
from dengue in Brazil so far 
this yeai; nearly twice the fig¬ 
ure reported m 3013, accord¬ 
ing to official figures released. 

Last year, 393 deaths were 
recorded and 473 m 3011, ac¬ 
cording to the health mini shy. 

The lughest deatli toll was 
in the soudieastern state of 
Minas Gerais 



Piease remember to 
check your breosts 
every month 


Tlie report also noted a bur¬ 
den firom out-of-pocket healtli 
spending in some counlnes. 

" On average m tlie OECD, 30 
percent of health spending is 
paid directly by patients, this 
ranges fiom less tliaii 10 percent 
in the Neflierlands and Fiance to 
over 35 percent in Chile, 
(South) Korea and Mexico." 


Tlie total number of serious 
liases reported so far tins year 
reached (5,5d6, leading autiior- 
ities in 157 cities to declai'e a 
state of alert, including in Rio, 
Manaus, Salvador and Fort¬ 
aleza, host cities for next year's 
World Cup. 

Brazil IS firequently afflicted 
with the disease, which is 
caused by four stiains tlie virus 
tiiat are spread by the mosquito 
Aedes aegypti. 

Dengue affects between 50 
and 100 million people in the 
tropics and subtropics each 
yeai; causing fever, muscle and 
j omt ache as weU as p otentially 
fatal dengue hemorrhagic fever 
and dengue shock syndi’ome. 

Tliere is no vaccine, which 
is why sa end sis are focusing so 
intensely on mosquito conti'ol, 

But last month, Biazilian 
scientists began clinical tests 
on humans of a new vaccine 
against tlie four strains of the 
dengue vims. 


Brazil reports 573 deaths 
from dengue this year 
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'Dead' baby wakes at China 
funeral parlour before cremation 



been due. 

The baby was immediately 
sent back to tlie hospital, sev¬ 
eral news outlets including tlie 
Beijing News reported. 

“Because the baby still had 
life signs, we continued to give 
Inni Iransflision to mamlain his 
life for humanitarian reasons," 
a hospital staff member told 
Xinliua. 

Tlie b aby was b orii with a 
" congenital respiratoiy system 
malformation", the report 
added 

Tlie baby was receiving 
treatment at the hospital late 
Wednesday, reports said. 

A doctor was suspended, a 
nurEing worker laid off and an 
investigation launched into the 
incident, the hospital said, ac¬ 
cording to Xinhua. 


BEIJING (AFP) - A Chinese 
baby boy who had been de¬ 
clared dead was saved from 
being cremated alive when he 
started crying at a funeral par¬ 
lour, media reported Thursday 

The parents of the cnti- 
cally-Jlboy who was less llian 
one month old, had agreed to 
end his medical treatment at 
Anliui Provincial Children's 
Hospital in eastern China, hos¬ 
pital sources told Xinhua state 
news agency 

A deatii ceitificate was is¬ 
sued before the baby was sent 
to a funeral pail our m Hefei, 
tlie provincial capital -- only 
for staff there to be alerted by 
crying on Wednesday. 

It was unclear how long he 
had been at the fiimera! parlour, 
or when Ins cremation had 
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Boxing 

Pac-Man's career on 
the line against Rios 



MACAO (AFP) - Filipino 
great MEmny Pacquiao will 
need to shrug off the disirac- 
tions of a deadly typhoon and 
a physical clash involving liis 
trainer as he heads into a 
malce-or-hreak comeback hght 
against Brandon Rios.. 

The only man to have won 
world titles at eight different 
weights knows Ins cai'eeris on 
the line as be returns to tlie ring 
in Macau, just days away from 
lus ^5tli birthday 

It IS almost a year sinee Pac¬ 
quiao was blocked cold by 
Mexican arch-nval Juan 
Manuel Marquez, a defeat that 
came six months after a con¬ 
troversial split decision defeat 
to American Timothy Bradley. 

A third loss in a row, in tlie 
World Boxing Organisation 
(WBO) International welter¬ 
weight title clash with Amer¬ 
ica's Pjqs and talk of his 
retirement would amplify into 
a roar. 

Yet just IS months ago, 
'Pac-Man' was revered by 
many as the best pound-for- 
pound hghter m the world, 
having only lost once m 31 
fights dating hack to 1999 
Trainer Freddie Roach has 
admitted tliat if Pacqiuao lo ses 
hadly to Rios, a former light¬ 
weight world champion, he 
would have no hesitation in 
telling him to retire. 

But defeat is the last thing 
on the mind of Pacquiao, who 
has a record of 54 wins, five 
defeats and two draws, witii 3S 
KOs in a professional career 
spanning almost 19 yeais 
"Brandon Rios says he's 
hungiy to win this hglit and I 
also say I'm hungry to ■win tins 
fight because I've lost twice 
last year," Pacquiao sard 
However, tlie final days of 
Pacquiao's burld-up have been 
anything but smooth after Ty¬ 
phoon Haiyan struck the 
Plnbppines, leaving about 
5,500 people dead or missing. 

Pacquiao's training base in 
Gener^ Santos City escaped 
the storm but the Filipino con¬ 
gressman had to be talked out 
Q fmterrupting his preparations 


to visit tlie disaster area. 

"I'm doing my best to win 
this hglit and give a good hght, 
e sp eci ally witli what happ en ed 
to my countiymea" he said 

"To all the people and the 
families who have been af¬ 
fected by this storm the ty¬ 
phoon - this fight IS for you " 

Pacqiuao was also luiim- 
pressed by a bust-up between 
P^.oach and Rios's camp, winch 
ended with conditioning coach 
Alex Anza bcking the 53- 
yeai’-old Parkinson's disease- 
sufferer in the chest 

As cameras rolled for a real¬ 
ity 'P'/ show, the two sides 
were heard hurling racial and 
homophobic insults and a tor¬ 
rent of expletives, while Ansa 
mocked Roach's slurred 
speech. 

"All I can say is botli teams 
prepared for tins fight. Let tins 
finish in the ring and not in 
trash talk before the fight," 
said Pacquiao. 

Although Pn-oach says Pac- 
quiao's intense eight-week 
traimng camp has put the IQ- 
time world champion in his 
best shape for yeai's, the ebul¬ 
lient Pdos IS confident. 

"Tills IS the best shape I 
have ever been," said the 37- 
year-old, who has a 31-1-1 
record but has never boxed at 
welterweiglit, or fou^t any¬ 
one of Pacqiuao's pedigree. 

" I'm n ob 0 dy's tune -up 
fight," added Rios. "I'm no¬ 
body's punclung bag -- a 
punching bag don't punch 
hack. Sunday you're going to 
find out I'm not going to stop. 
I'm a monster when I get in 
that ring." 

Rios, who at five feet eight 
inches is neai'ly two inches 
taller than Pacqiuao, is also un¬ 
fazed by stepping up two 
weight divisions and 13 
pounds in the past IS months, 
saying 147pounds is a "natural 
weight" for him. 

Win, and Pacquiao will seek 
a re-match with Marquez 
aliead of the dream meeting 
with Floyd Mayweather that 
fight fans have longed to see. 
Lose, and tlie end of his career 
draws neai'er 




WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
loss-making U5 Postal Serv¬ 
ice ^USPS) introduced Hairy 
Potter stamps delighting fans 
of the fictional hoy wizard but 
angering some philatelists 
who complain he's not Ameri¬ 
can. The limited edition of 20 
stamps feature images of 
Scottish author J.K. Rowling's 
best-selling character "with 
the friends, heroes, villains 
and creatures that make up 
his world," said USPS In a 
statement. Sales can only 
help the bottom line at USPS, 
which last week said it lost $5 billion in the fiscal year ending September 30. 


Harry Potter stamps rattle US philatelists 
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Internet founder warns growing surveillance 
'threatens democracy* 


LOMDOH (AFP)-Thegi-DW- 
mg surveillance and censor¬ 
ship of the Jntemet "tlireatens 
the future of demoicracy", the 
invent or of the world wide 
web sad on Fnday. 

Tim Berners-Lee was speak¬ 
ing at the launch of his World 
Wide Web Foundation's sec¬ 
ond annual indes measuring 
the Internet's contnbuliQii to 
Eoaal, economic and political 
development and human 
rights. 

"One of the most encourag¬ 
ing findings of tins year's Web 
Inde3£ IS how the web and so¬ 
cial media are increasingly 
spurring people to organise. 


take action and try to expose 
wi'ongdoing m every region of 
the WDrld,^" said Berners-Lee. 

In SO percent of the 31 
countries surveyed, tlie Inter¬ 
net and social media played a 
role in pubhc mobilisation m 
the last yeai; tlie foundation 
said. 

"But some governments are 
threatened by tins, and a grow¬ 
ing tide of surveillance and 
censorship now threatens the 
future of democracy/ Bern¬ 
ers-Lee said 

"Bold steps are needed now 
Id protect our fiindainental 
rights to privacy and freedom 
of opinion and association on¬ 


line." 

Developmg couufries are 
most likely to block and filter 
online communications, but 
leaks from frigitive US analyst 
Edwaid Snowden revealed tliat 
developed countries ai'e more 
likely to spy on the web, the 
foiuidation said. 

China, Russia, Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan ai'e among the 
worst offenders for censoring 
politic ally-sensitive web con¬ 
tent and having inadequate 
safeguai'ds against government 
suiveillance, tire report said 

But tire Umted States, 
Canada, Britain, Australia, 
New Zeal air d aird India were 


listed alongside Mali, Yemen 
and Kenya as having "inade¬ 
quate" safeguai'ds against gov¬ 
ernment spying 

Sweden topped tire overall 
Web Index for developed 
countries for the second year 
imrmii g, 1 argely b e cause o f th e 
vinde spread penetration of 
broadband, followed by Nor¬ 
way Britain, tire Umted States 
and llew Zealand. 

Mexico topped the list of 
enrerging market countries, 
followed by Colombia, Brazil, 
Costa Rica aird South Afire a, 
wlrile tire Philippines was 
nunrb er one atrrong developing 
nations foil owed by Indonesia, 
Kenyan Morocco aird Ghana. 
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Stunning 

meteorite 

sheds 

light on 

infant 

Mars 


PARIS (AFP) - A meteorite 
found nr the Salraia last yeai’ 
by Bedouin tribesmen IS a rock 
fiom Mai’s, revealing that tire 
Red Plairet's crust formed 4.4 
billion yeais ago, scientists re¬ 
ported. 

Sold to the elite club of me¬ 
teorite collectors, the extraor- 
dinaiy rock has been atralysel 
by US and French geologists. 

They found tough ciystals 
witiun the meteorite called zir¬ 
cons, which held traces of ura- 
muin, whose rate o f decay can 
be used as a calculator of age. 

Tire dating puts the mete¬ 
orite at a whoppmg 4.4 billion 
yeai's old. 

The rock, measuring 40 mil¬ 
limetres (1.5 inches) across 
and weiglring 34 grammes (2.9 
ounces), caiiies the official 
desigiration of NWA 7533, 
with the letters NWAmeaning 
Hoith West Afiica, where it 
was found. 

It was found neai' Bir An- 
zarane, in southern Morocco. 

It has a sister, an even more 
famous stone called NWA 
7034, that has been called 
"Black Beauty" -- its dark sur¬ 
face indicating a volcamc 
basalt origin. 
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Barlow, assistant professor of astrophysics, and freshmen Aaron Marlowe and Sam 
Gordon have been observing the comet for several weeks using the robotic PROMPT 
telescopes m Chile, Depending on whether the comet remains intact as it approaches 
the sun, ISON has the potential to be one of the brightest comets visible in several 
years. 
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Disgraced Co-op bank 
chief arrested in drugs 
probe 


LONDON (AFP) - Police on 
Friday said, they had arrested 
the ex-chairman of Britain's 
Co-Dperattve Bank in a probe 
over "drug supply", as the eth¬ 
ical lender ftnds itself dragged 
into apolitical row 

Tlie Treasury meatiwlule 
said It was ordering an inde¬ 
pendent inquiry into events at 
Co-op Bank in tire wake of 
damaging allegations sur¬ 
rounding former chatnnan 
Paul Flowers, a 53-year-old 
church niimster, coming also 
amid a due financial situation 
at tlie lender. 

Flowers was filmed talbng 
about buying crystal metK 
crack cocaine and ketamine by 
The Mail on Sunday newspa¬ 
per in allegations published 
last weekend 

Flowers, also a formei'local 
councillor for the opposition 
Labour Party has srnce rqpolo- 
gised -- leading to his subse¬ 
quent SUSP ension firom the 
Metliodrst Chiu'ch and Labour. 

A police statement released 
Friday said officers had on 
Tliursday ^an'ested a 53-year- 
old man... in connection with an 
ongoing ding supply mvestiga- 
tion". British media widely re¬ 
ported the person to be Flowers 

He was released on uncondi¬ 
tional bail on Friday and must 
return to a pohce station in the 
New Yeai'. Police did not spec¬ 
ify when. 
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Also on Fnday tlie Treasuiy 
said that finance imnister George 
□sbome will "order an mde- 
pendentmvestigatiouinto events 
at the Co-op Bank and the cir¬ 
cumstances suirounding them" 

It confirms a statement on 
Thursday by Conservative 
Prime Minister Davtd 
Cameron, who sard he would 
order a inquiry into the finances 
of the batik, isdncli faces a big 
recapitalisahon to cover bad 
loans and the costs of a failed 
expansion plan 
Bntam's financial regulators 
on Fnday added tliat Uiey were 
considering their own separate 
probes in the Co-op. 

P.everend Flowers was chair¬ 
man of tlie Co-operative Bank 
— winch prides itself on etlncal 
investments -- from 3010 until 
June eaiiier this year. 

Flowers has me Ein while 
been engulfed in a highly dam¬ 
aging senes of allegations over 
illegal drug use, sex witlimale 
prosbtutes, drink-diivtng and 
questions over his expeiise 
claims while working for a 
drugs chanty. 

The aliegations and the arrest 
of Flowers firrtliei' damages the 
reputation of tlie Co-op just 
weeks after it unveiJed a ^'ashc 
restructiuTiig that will hand con¬ 
trol to US hedge funds m order 
to plug a £1.5-billion ($3 4-bil¬ 
lion, l.S-billion-euro) hole. 

Tlie BBC on Fnday reported 
tliat Flowers -- who was paid 
£133,000 a yeai' — resigned 
from tlie Co-op in June after 
bang confronted by "lavish" 
expense claims, and growing 
doubts over lus competaice. 


Consortia pay $9 bn for Brazil 
airport rights 


E AO PAULO (AFP) - Arport 
operators from. Singapore, 
G emiany Swits erl an d p aitn er- 
ing with Brazilian fimis on 
Friday won rigilts to run air¬ 
ports ill Rio and Belo Hori¬ 
zonte, two host aties of the 
3Q14 World Cup. 

One consortium including 
eiigineeimg firm Odebrecht 
and Singapore atrport operator 
Chang! paid 19 billion reais 
($S 34 billion) for a 3 5-year 
concession to run Rio's Galeao 
aiiport at an auction held at tlie 
Sao Paulo stock exchange. 

A second consortium in¬ 
cluding Brazil's biggest hi^i- 
way operator CCR in 
pailnership with Germany's 
Flugiiafen Muiichen, operator 
of Munich airport, and 
Switzerland's Flughafeu 
Zurich paid l.S billion reais 
(S7S0 milhon) for a 30-year 
concession at Belo Horizonte's 
Confrns aiiqjort 

Minimum bids for the auc¬ 
tion orgamzed by tlie National 
Civil Avi ab on Agency was 4. S 
billion reals ($3.1 billion) for 
Galeao airport, tlie country's 
second busiest, and 1.09 bil¬ 
lion reals ($490 million) for 
Belo Horizonte's Confins air¬ 
port. 

It was BrazH's third round of 
airport privatization. 

The first occurred in 3011 
with the privatization of Sao 
Goncalo do Amarante airport 
in Rio Grande do Norte 



Last year, 3Q-year conces¬ 
sions valued at a total of $.14 
billion were granted to man¬ 
age tliree aiiports. two in Sao 
Paulo and one m Brasilia, 
breaking the monopoly of hi- 
fraero, the federal agency that 
runs more than 70 airports 

Tlie auctions ai'e part of the 
government's efforts to mod- 
ermse the country's aging and 
congested airports m prepara- 
bon for tlie tens of thousands 
of tounsts expected for next 
year's World Cup and the 3 015 
Rjo summer Olympics. 

Galeao, which currently 
handles 17.5 million passen¬ 
gers annually, is projected to 
receive 60 million at the end 
of the concession period in 
3Q3S. 

Confins, which handles 
10.5 milli on p ass en gars a y ear, 
IS projected to have 43 million 
a year by 3043. 

The government said it an¬ 
ticipates total investments of 
13.9 billion ($5 6 billion) dur- 


GALEAO 

ing the 35-year concession for 
Galeao and of 5.1 billion reais 
($3.4 billion) for the 30-yeaf 
concession for Confins. 

Conti'acts for the two air¬ 
ports ai'e to be signed next 
March, only four months be¬ 
fore the World Cup is due to 
kick off in Sao Paulo. 

Hiais Heredia, a columnist 
for the daily O Globo,. com- 
plciined that that the privatiza¬ 
tion of Galeao came so late 
that "the airport renovation 
may completed in bme for for 
the 3016 Summer Olympics 
hut not for the World Cup." 

According to a recent In- 
firaero sui'vey,. construction de¬ 
lays are plaguing work at 
seven of tlie 13 Brazilian cities 
that will host the World Cup 
from next June. 

Tlie worst delay was re¬ 
ported to be in the southern 
city of Porto Alegre, where 
work on expanding teimmal at 
a cost of $d9 million has not 
even begun. 


Minister refuses to hand over 
shale gas report papers 


THE HAGUE - Economic af¬ 
fairs mimster Henk Kamp is 
refusing to publish a concept 
report on the risks attached to 
drilling for shale gas m the 
Netherlands, says environ¬ 
mental group Milieudefensie. 

The mimster IS also keeping 
correspondence between his 
department and the re¬ 
searchers about die rep ort con¬ 
fidential, the organisation 
says. 

The organisation dunks it 
likely the mimster pressurised 
civil engineering company 
Witteveen + Bos to temper its 
conclusions. 'We are curious 
as to why die concept versions 


ai'e being kept secret,' a Mi¬ 
lieudefensie spokesman said 

Milieudefensie is trying to 
access the documents using 
freedom of inform ab on legis¬ 
lation. 

Of the 135 documents the 
group wants to access, 110 re¬ 
main confidential. 


The final report, published 
in September, concluded the 
risks attached to extracting 
shale gas are manageable. It 
has also been criticised for 
simply assessing cuiTeiit liter¬ 
ature and not looking at dre ac¬ 
tual situation in the 
Netherlands. 
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ACROSS 
1 Woeful cry 
S “Kinder¬ 
garten ._." 

8 Angry 
growl 

9 Perlman of 
“Cheers” 

11 Disaster 

12 Rustic 
getaway 
spots 

13 Family __ 

room 

14 Order at 
an Italian 
eatery 

16 Hertz’s 
competitor 

18 Mommy’s 
three 

19 Gossiping 
busybody 

21 “Beer 
Barrel_” 

25 Model 
Carol 

27 Carpen¬ 
ter’s need 

28 Shade of 
red 

32 French 
article 

33 Chimney 
sweep’s 

ritciHIfim 


34 Accolades 

36 Diarist 
Frank 

37 Every story 
has two 

38 Always, 
poetically 

39 British 
school 

DOWN 

1 Tylenol 
alternative 

2 “Viva __ 
Vegas" 

3 Circle 
sections 

4 Skier's 
incline 


FREE Covera^ on our website: 
w wv.t>intDmln9»« iirubi.tom 


5 The_ 

Tide 

(Alabama) 

6 Cry of 
dismay (2 
wdsO 

7 Actor Sean 
S Colander 

10 “_was 

saying.. 

(2 wdsO 

11 Wear out 
15 Ref’s kin 
17 Racing 

official 

20“_Night 

Long"" 


tf 


22 Bacall of 
film 

23 Varieties 

24 Malt brews 
26 Heighten 

hair 

28 Govt, 
agcy* 

29 ice cream 
holder 

30 First class 
(2 wds.) 

31 Twerp 

35 Confusion 





DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Nov. 23 - Nov. 30 


O^stad : ‘ Botica Trupiaal * - S.N: ‘San Nicolas’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 
Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tfil.580*2a40jFag&r 127*244& 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetirtgs 

24 hours helpline 5S3-3989 

Fellowship Clinie S.K. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
533-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m,-12 midn. 
Frt.-Sun, 9 p.nn,-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Imporlaitt 

HAleiihone 

lUumbei^ 


HOSPITAL 

Horado Oduber Hospital 

Tel5274000 

EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HOQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1996, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

TeL 582-2116, 5&2-1604 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
TeL 584-5160, 584-6602 
professional taxi services 
Tel. 588-0035 
Af Anon Mootings 
Mondays ^-7 pm 
Sabaua Lib^r b in Noord 
Tel: wssser 533SSSt 
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O Condominiums 

A small, exclusive boutique condo resort tailored 
to your taste 



Aruba’s most successful 
developers of secure, supe¬ 
rior communities for both 
the per- manent and part 
time resident market, will 
soon break ground on what 
they consider their most ex¬ 
clusive project to dale. 
Known for Id years of un¬ 
matched quality and service, 
the Cas Bon people are 
proud to unveil their new p et 


p roj e ct O C 0 n dominium s. 
This IS the same company 
which developed the inno¬ 
vative Gold Coast Villas 
commumty in Malm ok. 

Renowned for reliable 
□nstruction, developers of D 
Condominiums consider the 
b outique community will b e 
the “jewel in the crown" of 
the nine projects they have 
successfully completed and 


maintain. It is only tliree sto¬ 
nes and twenty luxunous 
units, of which 14 will be 
oceanfront, the remainder, 
0 ce an VI ew. Siz es ran ge from 
one bedroom condominiums 
with a bath and a half to 
three-bedrooms, each bed¬ 
room with its own bath, and 
an additional guest half/batli. 
The designs include a family 
entertainment ro om that will 


be specially fitted 
with electronic and 
Internet connec¬ 
tions and outlets 
enabling a state- of- 
the-art-home the¬ 
ater An important 
aspect of this sin¬ 
gular facility IS 
owners have vari¬ 
ous options to cus¬ 
tomise kitchens 
and fixtures to their 
particular tastes 
and standards 
Each apartment 
sports an extremely 
spacious 35 square 
meter covered ter¬ 
race overlooking 
the sea. Windows 
will be double- 
paned and doors 
have weatlier stnpping to in¬ 
sure less cost on air-condi- 
tiomng, which is integrated 
into construction. Homeown¬ 
ers will have input into the 
finishing they prefer in the 
kitchen and other rooms, to 
cu sto mi se y o ur c o ndo - 

mimum to your taste Public 
amenities will include an el¬ 
egant pool deck, concierge 


services, lounge area^ EBQ 
station, fitness room, as¬ 
signed parking, additional 
outside storage for bicycles 
and personal items, and 34- 
hour security A quiet, se¬ 
cluded section of Eagle 
beach is only a few steps 
from the front door 

O Condomimums offi¬ 
cially opened the doors of 
their sales office onsite at 
Eagle Beach on December 
34. Interested parties can in¬ 
spect the project in a spa¬ 
cious plot right next to the 
gourmet Screaming Eagle 
restaurant. The project is di¬ 
rected towards discerning 
clients seeking atop quality 
property on Aruba in an 
ideal, tranquil, beachfront 
locaUon. Prospective prop¬ 
erty owners will find the 
Cas Bon people enjoy an ex¬ 
ceptional reputation on 
Arub a for excell ence and re - 
liability 

Contact the sales office 
at 297-732-(EOO/ 297-287- 
5300 or visit their web¬ 
site: http://www.o-ea g|ch si 
ch ajuba. coin 


Discover authentic Aruban cuisine at 

The Queen’s 



Enjoy a tme taste of Aruba 
without having to travel tu the 
chaiuimg suri'oundings of Tlie 
Queefrs Restaurant in the Palm 
Beach Plaza Mall. Your host, 
Vai'ella hmocencia has 
brought her very populai’ 
Oranjestad eatery to Palm 
Beach, showcasing autlienlic 
local cuisine only a short walk 
away from tlie maj or resorts. 

The "liipper" and elegant 
new digs offer beautiful views, 
hut Mama Luaa's magical 
touch m the latcLen is what 


first won tins chamung eatery 
tlieiiToyal clientele. She can be 
counted on to be conjuring up 
tlie delicious dishes that have 
been m her family for genera- 
tron. As Vai'ella says, "My 
mom loves and lives to cook. 
Even when she is not at work 
in tlie restaurant, she is expei'- 
imenting with new dishes all 
day at home. 

She IS the Queen of the 
Kitchen." 

Be sure to try Luisa's ac¬ 
claimed “Cai'ni Stoba di Ma- 


machi”-" Grandma’s Beef 
Stew," or tlieir fresh, whole 
sniper, with Mama Lmsa's 
delectable salsa criollo. Don't 
miss tlie specialty of the house, 
a favorite local delicacy, 
Keshi Yena -Tilled Cheese" 
This is a tasty, filling stew of 
diiicken, wiUi otlieiingredients 
that are handy that day, all m- 
cased in a thick skin of melted 
Gouda. It IS satisfying andpai'- 
li culai'ly m eino rabl e. R.egio nal 
side dishes and some of 
Mama's secret recipe prepara¬ 


Mama Luisa hard at work in the kitchen 


tion of banana has a and 
creamypotatoesprovidea de- 
hciously picturesque meal. 

Tlie Queen’s is located on 
the second lev el of Pahn Beach 
Plaza, tucked into a cozy comer 
at the fi'ont of tire mall. If you 
have a mind to try tlie real deal 
m Aiuban food, witliout a 
doubt, tlusisdie way to go, rea¬ 
sonably priced and easily acces¬ 
sible A full menu can be seen 
on their website, http:Wwww.the 


queensaruba. com/. 

Aside fiom an extensive re- 
gulai' menu tliey also have 
daily specials made from 
whatever is m seasoa and 
Mama Liusa is m the mood to 
prepare, so don’t be shy about 
asking &r something that may 
no be on the menu, as tliey ai'e 
always eager to please. 

The Qiteen's ts open daily 
from S: 00put - 11:00pm, of- 
feting both indoor and oiu- 
door dining. 
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NFL: Superstar QBs to duel 
in Broncos-Pats clash 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - Su- 
peratai' quaiterbacks Peyton 
M anning an d To in Bra dy 
squai'e off Sunday when Man¬ 
ning leads Denver into New 
England in an NFL clash that 
could s:ee Broncos receiver 
Wes Welker facing Ins old 
team. 

"It's always a great 
matchup," Broncos interim 
head coacli Jack Del Pdo said 
of the Manning-Brady duel. 
"You're tedbng about two of 
the premier quarterbacks m the 
league." 

Brady has the best winning 
percentage in tlie Nf L's mod¬ 
em era and is atplus-lO 1 for Ins 
cai'eer (143-42) while Manning 
is tim'd overall in wminng per¬ 
centage and plus-92 (1153-71). 

Maiming has the Broncos 
playing at a high level tins sea¬ 
son and Denver will be eager 
to build on theiT 27-17 victory 
over Kansas City last week. 
They handed the Chiefs their 
hrst defeat of the season and 
the two teams are now neck- 
and-neck atop the AFC West 
division at 9-1. 

Maiming played on a sore 
ankle against tlie Clnefs but 
completed 24-of-4(Jpasses for 
323 yards and wasn't sacked 
once by a Chiefe defense that 
went into the contest leading 
die league m sacks. 

Welker left the game in the 
fourth quaiter with a concus¬ 
sion, but was back at practice 
on Wednesday in a sign tliat he 
could be cleared to play 
against a team where he was 
Brady's top tai'get for siz sea¬ 
sons. 

Welker notched 672 recep¬ 
tions and 37 touchdowns play¬ 
ing for New England, reaclung 
the l,D00-yai'd plateau m five 
seasons. 

"He's a tougii guy so he's 
played tlirough everytliing,'* 
Brady said of Ins fonuer team¬ 
mate. "Tbs IS a big game &r 
bodi teams so you have to expC'Ct 
dieir best players. I'm sure all 


tliDse guys wiU be ready to go.'' 

Welker has slotted sniootlily 
into the Broncos offense and 
has dl receptions for 648 
yai'ds. 

“Wes has a great work etluc 
and he's provided just good 
leadership to our offense," 
Manning said. "He loves foot¬ 
ball." 

While the Broncos will be 
trying to keep pace with die 
Clnefe — who hostthe 4-d San 
Diego Chargers on Sunday -- 
die Patriots own a two-game 
lead 111 the AFC East despite a 
controversial 24-2D loss at 
Carolina on Monday. 

Brady was angered by die 
lack of a penalty call on a Car¬ 
olina defender on the final play 
of die game. 

Taciturn Pats coach Bill Be¬ 
ll chick said his team had 
moved on. 

“Whatever calls they make 
are the ones that we live widi," 
Bell chick said. “We have to 
turn the page here quickly, get 
on to Denver. Good football 
team, playing well. Obviously, 
their record reflects diat.“ 

Week 12 opened Tliursday 
with New Orleans holding off 
Atlanta 17-13 

Tlie contest looked to be a 
pivotal NFC Soudi clash when 
the schedule was released. 

But as the Saints have 
thrived tins season, the Fal¬ 
cons, who finished 13-3 in 
2012, have struggled and fell 
to 2-9 with the loss to the 9-2 
division leaders. 

Saints quarterback Drew 
Brees passed for 27S yards and 
two touchdowns. He com¬ 
pleted 23-of-33 passes and 
took his career passing yai'ds 
to 49,5d4 -- eclipsing Warren 
Moon (49,325) for fifth on the 
NFL all-time list. 

Elsewhere on Sunday, ex¬ 
pect NFC East rivals Dallas 
and tlie New York Giants to 
pull out all tlie stops as they 
close out tlieir regular season 
senes. 


After an 0-d start, the Giants 
have won four sti'aight and still 
have a chance of grabbing the 
division title. Philadelphia, 
who have a bye tins week, top 
tlie NFC East at d-5 and tlie 
Cowboys are 5-5 

Other games see Pittsburgh 
at Cleveland, Tampa Bay at 
Detroit, Minnesota at Green 
Bay, ducago at St. Louis, Car¬ 
olina at Miami, tlie New York 
Jets at Baltimore, Jacksonville 
at Houston, Teimessee at Oak¬ 
land, Indianapolis at Arizona 
and on Monday, San Francisco 
at Waslungton. 

Evidence 
showed A-Rod 
used legal 
supplements - 
lawyer 

NEW YORK CITY (AFP) - 
Alex Rodriguez's appeal of a 
2ii-game doping ban likely 
won't be settled until 2QH, but 
his lawyer says there was 
ample evidence the Yankees 
slugger used only legal supple¬ 
ments in recent years. 

Attorney Joe Tacopina said 
Friday that Rodriguez and his 
team presented evidence to ar¬ 
bitrator Fredric Horowitz dur¬ 
ing a 12-day grievance healing 
that was "overwhelming tliat 
(Rodriguez) went out of lus 
way to make sure he was tak¬ 
ing nutritiDnal supplements. 
Two, tliree years of emails that 
we have " 

Rodriguez, a three-time 
Amen can League Most Valu¬ 
able Player, has admitted using 
performance enhanciiig drugs 
earlier in lus career when 
Major League Baseball had no 
viable anh-doping policy. 

He was banned an unprece¬ 
dented 211 games in August 
for taking performance-en¬ 
hancing drugs including 
testosterone and human 
growth honuone. 
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Briefs ; 



LOS ANGELES -The Angela traded speedy but often-in¬ 
jured center fielder Peter Bourjos to the St. Louis Car¬ 
dinals forthird baseman David Freese on Fridayp freeing 
up center field for Mike Trout and likely opening a right- 
field spot for Kole Calhoun. 



LOS ANGELES ^AFP) -The clock is ticking on American 
Lindsey Vonn's bid to defend her Olympic downhill title 
as the injured US star officially withdrew Friday from 
next week's World Cup stop in Beaver Creek. Vonn was 
due to return to racing at Beaver C reek for tfie first tim e 
since reconstructive surgery of her right knee in the 
wake of a crash at the world championships in Schlad- 
ming, Austria, in February. But she crashed on attaining 
run at Colorado's Copper Mountain on Tuesday, and 
suffered a partial tear of one of her reconstructed knee 
ligaments. 



SAO PAOLO (AFP) - Spanish Formula One driver Fer¬ 
nando Alonso powers his Ferrari during the second free 
practices atdie Interlagos racetrack tn Sao Paulo, Brazil 
yesterday, ahead of the Braitlian GP on Sunday. 
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Brazil Taekwondo Foundation 
begins preparation for end of 
the year 


NBA: Thunder beat 
Clippers in battle 
of Western powers 


ORANJESTAD Lask nuirsiay 
evening a meeting with all 
members was held at Centro di 
Baiio Baral. 

This meeting of members 
and volunteers of the Brazil 
Taekwondo Foundation was to 
plan tlieir achvity for the end 
o ftlieyear On the Htb of De¬ 
cember the Foundation will 
celebrate die end of the year 
like every year with lots of 
goodies. They will present var¬ 
ious phzes to tlie R’ess and to 
a few pioneers of Taelrwondo. 
They voted for eveiytiiing to 
go as in previous years 
This year they opted to use 
the large open air space at the 
CenhQ di Bano Brazil because 
of the long hst of invitees. 
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NEW YORK - The worldwide 
leader in sports announced 
today that it is rebranding its 
ScoreCenter app for iOS and 
Android into an all^ew, totally 
supercharged Sports Center 
app that comes with a sleek 
iOS T design scheme to go 
along with some speed en¬ 
hancements and a host of 
other new features. The new 
SpoitsCenter app makes it 
easier than ever to track your 
favorite teams with the “Club¬ 
houses” feature that brings in 
content focused for y our favoiite teams in the NFL, NBA, IVLB, NHL, NCAA and more. 
A new Favorites tab a^so lets you keep tabs on your team s'scores along with the new 
Inbox feature that becomes your hub for alerts on personalized news and scores. 
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OKLAHOMA CITY (AFP) - 
Kcvui Durant scored 3S points 
and handed out eight assists 
Thursday to lead Oklahoma 
City to a 105-91 win over the 
Lo s An gele s Clipp ers m a h at- 
tle of HBA Wesleni Confer¬ 
ence powers. 


Serge Ibaka added 17points 
and Plus sell Westbrook scored 
10 for the Thunder, who have 
won all five of their home 
games so far this season.Okla¬ 
homa City also avenged alll- 
10 3 loss to the Clippers in Los 
Angeles last week m a game 
that saw botli Matt Barnes of 
tlie Clippers and Ibaka of the 
Tliunder ejected after a shov¬ 
ing matich 111 the first half TTie 
Clippers lacked Barnes on 
Hiursday. He needs surgeiy to 
repair a tear of tlie retina in his 
left eye that he suffered in a 
loss to Memphis on Monday. 

Barnes, who was averaging 
5.9 points and 4.3 rehoiuids 
per game, is expected to be 
sidelined for at least a fort¬ 
night. Clippers point guard 
elms Paul extended his NBA- 
record stieal^ with at least 10 
points and 10 assists to start a 
season to 13 games. Paul had 
17 points and 12 assists but it 
wasn't enougli to prevent the 
Clippers fi'om dropping their 
second decision m tliree 
games. 


Plans for 2014 ai'e prepared 
as to what tliey will be doing 
differently 


During this new year, they 
have many new goals 

During 2014 they will focus 
on the 20 year existence of the 
Brazil Taekwondo Foundation, 
winch IS August IS, 2014. 

For now tliey ai'e coiicentraJt- 
ing on die Christmas dinner for 
the 14th 0 f D ec emb er 

One inaiteris certain; tfieir 
calendars namt be sold before 
tJte endof die year so they cait 
begiitpaymg titeir debts. 

One such debt is the tiip to 
Sunn am e on February 7tli. As 
soon as the New Year begins 
they will begin forming and 
training anewTK5 team. 


ESPN Releases All-New SportsCenter App 
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Baseball: 

Rangers 

say 

Darvish 
back 
trouble 
behind him 



ARLINGTON (AFP) - Texas 
Rangers pitcliM' Yii Darvisii will 
retiim to his native Japan with 
a dean bill of health after an 
MRI showed triflaniinaticn in 
hii; back liaj; subsided. 

Tlie Rangers said Thursday 
on dieir website that tlie 27- 
year-old right-hander had an 
appointment witli spine con¬ 
sultant Y>ts\v Dos sett about tlie 
nerve imlation that do gged liim 
late 111 the 2Q13 Major League 
Baseball season. 

Darvish finished his second 
major league campaign with a 
13-9 record, 2. S3 ERA and a 
league-best 277 stnkeouts in 
209 2/3 innings over 32 starts. 

He finished second to Detroit 
Tigers right-hander Max 
Scherser m the American 
League Cy Young Award race, 
but was hindered with nerve m- 
flanimation in his back over die 
last SIX weeks of the season. 

Darvish's strengtii and en¬ 
durance were affected by the 
problem, and he received an 
anti -mfl animat ory mj ecti on 
when the season ended. 

The Rangers said Darvish 
will continue lus cond-itiQmng 
"and be able to go through lus 
nomial offeeas on thro wing pro¬ 
gram without any issues." 



3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 


Contact us by email at info@goldcQastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
ToU Free from tbe U.S, 1-866-^978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Malmok - Aruba 


Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,000" 

Visit US for Your island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthiy Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 
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Football: Ronaldo not 'obsessed' with Ballon d'Or 


MADRID (AFP) - Cnsliano 
Ronaldo has insisted he is not 
obsessed with wiiuiing the 
Ballon d'Qr for a second lime 
in January d-espite a series of 
s cm till atm g p erform anc es Ih at 
have made lum the strong 
favourite to wm the award 
Ronaldo score dins fifth hal- 
tnck of the season for dub and 
c Duntry a gainst S we d en in 
midweek to ensui'e Portugal 
will ti’avel to next year's World 
Cup m Brazil and take lus tally 
for the campaign to 31 goals in 
just 21 appearances 

FIFA's decision to extend 


the date for voles to be cast for 
tlie award fi'om November 15 
to November 29 is also ex¬ 
pected to weigh heavily in 
Ronaldo's favour with 
Bai'celona's Lionel Messa, win¬ 
ner of the award for the past 
four yeai's, sidelined until the 
end of tlie year with a ham¬ 
string injury. 

And die fomier Manchester 
Urn ted man, who was previ¬ 
ously crowned World Player of 
the Year in 2008^ refused to 
confirm rumours that he was 
considering not even attending 
the awards ceremony after re¬ 



acting angrily to comments 
FIFA president Sepp Blatter 
made recently about his de¬ 
meanour on the field. 

“1 don't thinly a lot about tlie 
BaHon d'Or. I know tliat it is 
handed out m January, but I 
caiuiot say that I will not go," 
he told Spanish radio station 
COPE. 

‘1 prefer to not say anytlung 
because things don't depend 
solely Dll me. 1 am not ob¬ 
sessed with the Ballon d‘Or. 
We will see what happens." 

However, worrymgly for 
Madrid's nvals, Ronaldo in¬ 


sisted he IS focusmg on contin¬ 
uing to improve his staggering 
return of 225 goals m 21fi 
games since joining the club 
over four years ago. 

“In my head I always tlunk I 
can improve. My ambition is 
always to be better Perhaps 
you reach a level that is hard to 
beat, but I always tlunk I can 
improve in everything 

And, having recently signed 
a new deal with the Spanish gi¬ 
ants tying lum to the club until 
2018, the 2S-yeai'-Dld reiter¬ 
ated lus desire to retire as a 
Madrid player. 






























